COMPANION PLANTING DETERS PESTS
Moira Miller, Master Gardener

Companion planting - the cultivation of certain kinds of plants together in the same area, especially if one species will benefit from another, as planting an insect-repellent plant in a vegetable garden.  Using herb and flower companion plantings works well with family gardens since harvesting is usually done by hand.  The other benefit is the constant source of fresh herbs and flowers.  Companion plants can be planted in separate rows or alternated with vegetable plants or in boundary plantings.  This should expand the season and benefits of your garden.  Interplanting herbs and flowers among vegetables can confuse pests through the emission of different odors.  Flowers and herbs also provide hiding places for predatory insects that help control pests.  These following companion plants can be a resource to improve the quality of your produce and possibly reduce the need for pesticide.  
Marigolds (Tagetes lucid) deter weeds and nematodes and attract hover flies, an aphid predator.  Basil (Ocium baseliccum) planted with tomatoes and peppers can improve their quality and repels flies, mosquitoes, tomato hornworms, and mites.  
Chives (Allium s.) are a companion of carrots but do not get along with peas and beans.  
German chamomile (Matridaria r.) helps keep neighboring plants healthy by attracting predatory insects such as hover fly and parasitic wasps.  
Horseradish (Armoracia r.) repels potato bugs when planted at the corner of the potato plot.  Nasturtium (Tropaeolum m.) repels aphids, squash bugs, white flies, striped pumpkin beetles, and woolly aphids.  Plant it with radishes, cabbage, squash, and pumpkins.  
Sage (Salvia o.) discourages ticks, carrot flies, and cabbage moths.  It can be planted with carrots and cabbage but should be kept away from cucumbers.  
Thyme is good in the garden to dispel beetles and attract honeybees.  
Yarrow (Achillea m.) plants secrete a substance from their roots that will provide some disease resistance to neighboring plants.  
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.  Additional gardening information can be found at the Lyon County Master Gardener Association website http://lcmga.yolasite.com, or at the UK College of Agriculture website http://ces.ca.uky.edu/ces/
