NEW LOOK FOR LYON COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Moira Miller, Lyon County Master Gardener

Last November Judge Executive Wade White asked the Lyon County Master Gardeners to devise a plan to re-landscape the Lyon County Courthouse and Judicial Center.  For years, the only plants around these buildings consisted of overgrown evergreen Juniper shrubs.  White wanted a new look that was easy to maintain, and most importantly, was cost-effective.  White met several times with Master Gardeners Deneise Tefft, Moira Miller, and Lyon County Extension Agent Susan Fox to discuss options.
Deneise Tefft, who excels at garden design, executed the landscape plan.  Phase I of the project encompassed the walkway between the Lyon County Courthouse and Judicial Center.  Tefft chose plants that were primarily evergreen, added year-round color to the area, and once established, required a minimum of care.  Plants included Gulfstream Nandina, Steeds Holly, Soft Touch Holly, Golden Mop Cypress, and Red Double Knockout Roses.  A Milky Way Dogwood was added to one area.  This tree will do well in shade and part sun.
Moira Miller acted as liaison between the Judge Executive’s office, Master Gardeners, Western Kentucky Correctional Complex (WKCC), and Lyon County Park Crews.  Susan Fox implemented the Lyon County Master Gardener program in 2006.  She oversees all projects, and with her extensive knowledge of horticulture, her input on all projects was invaluable.  This project would not have been completed without additional help.  Master Gardeners Larry Mansfield, Suzanne Moore, and Karen Thacker volunteered their time.  Park crewmembers Tom Peek and Bobby Williams prepared the sites, and women from the WKCC did most of the digging.  
Master Gardeners shopped for the best prices and plant quality from area nurseries including Walnut Ridge (Symsonia), Edwards Nursery (Paducah), Sanders Nursery (Paducah), and soil amendments and mulch from Akridge (Eddyville).  Please take a walk around the area and see what a difference the new plantings have made. Many thanks to Wade White for working with the Master Gardeners on this beautification project, and ensuring that it was done in the most cost-effective way possible. 
In the past, the Lyon County Master Gardeners have worked on other area projects including a Scree (rock) Garden at the city park, installed shrubs around the new Eddyville sign, and planted a Prairie Garden at the new Lyon County Convention Center at Lee S. Jones Park.  For a complete list of plants used in this initial planting, go to the Lyon County Master Gardener website at http://lcmga.yolasite.com/helpful-links.php
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.  For additional gardening information go to the Lyon County Master Gardener Association website http://lcmga.yolasite.com
