PLAN NOW FOR A DROUGHT TOLERENT GARDEN
Moira Miller, Lyon County Master Gardener

We do not need to be told how hard the past two years have been on gardens and gardeners.  If the trend continues, we will see hotter, drier weather next year.  Have you seen your fuchsias flop, your dahlias droop, or your lariope go limp?  It is not surprising considering the beating our plants have taken this summer.  With or without drought conditions, it seems like a good idea to grow plants that require less water.  You will save money on your water bill, and spend less time watching the weather reports.  No one is suggesting you grow a bed full of cacti, but there are several options worth considering.  Having a drought tolerant garden does not mean you never have to water, but you certainly will not have to water as often.  The time to plan for next year is now! 

Some gardeners choose to Xeriscape (pronounced zeriscape), a style of gardening that requires little or no irrigation, or maintenance.  Rock gardens and scree gardens fall into this category.  As long as the area is well drained, poor soil conditions are well suited for Xeriscaping.  Use this landscaping style on a hill, a ditch, around the base of a deck, or around a water feature.  Some of my favorite plants are Stonecrop, Hens and Chicks, Ice Plant, Penstemon, Sea Pink, Dianthus, and Woolly Thyme. 
If you do not want to go to that extreme, there are still many plants to choose from that do well in your regular flowerbeds.  Mix them with your customary plants, or be brave and go completely drought tolerant.  Have your soil tested by picking up a kit at the Lyon County Extension Office, and then amend the soil as indicated.  Typically, adding a mixture of composted manure and sphagnum moss will benefit any beds.  Never place drought tolerant plants in an area that holds water.
Please visit the new Lyon County Convention Center building at Lee S. Jones Park, Highway 93 South.  The Lyon County Master Gardeners have planted a Prairie Garden around the facility using drought tolerant plants.  The sight is quite spectacular and utilizes a variety of ornamental grasses, Russian Sage, Agastache, Echinacea, and Coreopsis to name a few.   
For complete plant lists go to the Lyon County Master Gardener Website below, click on Helpful Links, and then choose Scree Gardening, or Lee S. Jones Park “Prairie Garden” Plant List.  You can print the information and use it to plan your 2013 drought tolerant garden.
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.  Additional gardening information may be found at the Lyon County Master Gardener Association website http://lcmga.yolasite.com
