RECYCLE YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE
Moira Miller, Lyon County Master Gardener
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It seems such as waste to throw your Christmas tree in the trash after the holidays are over.  Here are a few tips to on how to recycle your tree:

Help the birds. Stand, or “plant” the tree in a corner of your garden, as a shelter for birds.  Decorate the branches with fruit slices, seed cakes, suet bags and pine cones smeared with peanut butter.  

Mulch.  Cut the branches off and use them as protective mulch around perennials and small shrubs.  Remove these branches in the spring.

Compost.  Cut the tree into manageable pieces and add to your compost pile.

Make Potpourri. Dry the branches then, using gloves, remove and crumble the needles.  Mix the needles with cinnamon sticks or whole cloves, place in a bowl and enjoy the scent.

Winter Display. Remove the tree branches and arrange in a large container.  Add other decorations such as dried grasses, cones and berries.  Place near your front door or on your porch.

Windbreak.  Use the tree as a shield for newly planted evergreens or broadleaf greens like rhododendrons.

Make a trellis.  In the spring use the trunk as a trellis for climbing vines or tomatoes.

Shelter.  If you have wooded areas on your property, leave the tree there and small animals will use it for shelter during the winter.

If you have gardening questions you would like to have answered by a local Master Gardener, you may call, mail or fax them to Susan Fox, Lyon County Extension Agent for Agriculture/Natural Resources, 231 Main St., PO Box 36, Eddyville, KY 42038, Phone: 270-388-2341, Fax: 270-388-4627. Lyon County Master Gardener Website http://lcmga.yolasite.com

